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MASSACHUSETTS GUARDIANSHIPS 

 
         Effective April 15, 2008, the Massachusetts Probate and Family Court mandated a new, 
much more comprehensive Medical Certificate form (CJ-P 112) (the “Form”) for use in 
guardianship cases involving incapacitated individuals.  The previous version of this Form has 
been significantly changed to require information deemed necessary for the court to assess the 
functionality of the proposed ward and the need for a limited or full (plenary) guardianship.  The 
previous Form was two (2) pages, and consisted mostly of blank lines, leaving to the physician’s 
discretion what information he or she thought was required.  The new Form consists of nine (9) 
sections on eight (8) pages requiring much more detailed information from the physician.  The 
sections are as follows: 

  
1. Physical and Mental Conditions; 
2. Cognitive and Emotional Functioning; 
3. Everyday Functioning; 
4. Values and Preferences; 
5. Risk of Harm to Self or Others; 
6. Level of Care and/or Supervision Needed, Including Housing; 
7. Recommended Services for the Patient; 
8. Patient’s Attendance at Hearing; and  
9. Certifications. 
  

The new Form also requires the doctor to specify whether a limited guardianship or a full 
guardianship is needed.   
 

The Probate and Family Court’s Guardianship Committee worked with attorneys and 
representatives of the medical community in developing the Form.  The Committee acknowledged 
that the Form is long, but added that it hoped that it will provide judges with the information they 
need in making the important decision of whether to interfere with the fundamental liberty 
interest of an individual to make decisions for themselves, in whole or in part, by appointing a 
guardian. 
  

A copy of the new Medical Certificate form is attached, and it can also be accessed online at: 
http://www.mass.gov/courts/courtsandjudges/courts/probateandfamilycourt/documents/medical-
cert-guardianship.pdf.  If you have any questions regarding the new Medical Certificate Form, 
please do not hesitate to contact any of the attorneys at The Rogers Law Firm. 




